
1926.502(c) 

"Safety net systems." Safety net systems and their use shall comply with the following provisions: 

1926.502(c)(1) 

Safety nets shall be installed as close as practicable under the walking/working surface on which employees 
are working, but in no case more than 30 feet (9.1 m) below such level. When nets are used on bridges, the 

potential fall area from the walking/working surface to the net shall be unobstructed. 

1926.502(c)(2) 

Safety nets shall extend outward from the outermost projection of the work surface as follows: 

____________________________________________________________________ 
                                     | 

  Vertical distance from working     | Minimum required horizontal 
     level to horizontal plane       |distance of outer edge of net 
             of net                  | from the edge of the working 

                                     |           surface 
_____________________________________|_____________________________ 

                                     | 
Up to 5 feet ........................|  8 feet. 
More than 5 feet up to 10 feet ......| 10 feet. 
More than 10 feet ...................| 13 feet. 

_____________________________________|_____________________________ 
 

1926.502(c)(3) 
Safety nets shall be installed with sufficient clearance under them to prevent contact with the surface or 

structures below when subjected to an impact force equal to the drop test specified in paragraph (c)(4) of this 
section. 

1926.502(c)(4) 
Safety nets and their installations shall be capable of absorbing an impact force equal to that produced by the 

drop test specified in paragraph (c)(4)(i) of this section. 
1926.502(c)(4)(i) 

Except as provided in paragraph (c)(4)(ii) of this section, safety nets and safety net installations shall be drop-
tested at the jobsite after initial installation and before being used as a fall protection system, whenever 

relocated, after major repair, and at 6-month intervals if left in one place. The drop-test shall consist of a 400 
pound (180 kg) bag of sand 30 + or - 2 inches (76 + or - 5 cm) in diameter dropped into the net from the 
highest walking/working surface at which employees are exposed to fall hazards, but not from less than 42 

inches (1.1 m) above that level. 
1926.502(c)(4)(ii) 

When the employer can demonstrate that it is unreasonable to perform the drop-test required by paragraph 
(c)(4)(i) of this section, the employer (or a designated competent person) shall certify that the net and net 

installation is in compliance with the provisions of paragraphs (c)(3) and (c)(4)(i) of this section by preparing a 
certification record prior to the net being used as a fall protection system. The certification record must include 

an identification of the net and net installation for which the certification record is being prepared; the date 
that it was determined that the identified net and net installation were in compliance with paragraph (c)(3) of 

this section and the signature of the person making the determination and certification. The most recent 
certification record for each net and net installation shall be available at the jobsite for inspection. 

1926.502(c)(5) 
Defective nets shall not be used. Safety nets shall be inspected at least once a week for wear, damage, and 
other deterioration. Defective components shall be removed from service. Safety nets shall also be inspected 

after any occurrence which could affect the integrity of the safety net system. 
1926.502(c)(6) 
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Materials, scrap pieces, equipment, and tools which have fallen into the safety net shall be removed as soon as 
possible from the net and at least before the next work shift. 

1926.502(c)(7) 
The maximum size of each safety net mesh opening shall not exceed 36 square inches (230 cm) nor be longer 

than 6 inches (15 cm) on any side, and the opening, measured center-to-center of mesh ropes or webbing, 
shall not be longer than 6 inches (15 cm). All mesh crossings shall be secured to prevent enlargement of the 

mesh opening. 
1926.502(c)(8) 

Each safety net (or section of it) shall have a border rope for webbing with a minimum breaking strength of 
5,000 pounds (22.2 kN). 

1926.502(c)(9) 
Connections between safety net panels shall be as strong as integral net components and shall be spaced not 

more than 6 inches (15 cm) apart. 
 
 
 

Duty to have fall protection. 

1926.501(a) 

"General." 

1926.501(a)(1) 

This section sets forth requirements for employers to provide fall protection systems. All fall protection required 
by this section shall conform to the criteria set forth in 1926.502 of this subpart. 

1926.501(a)(2) 

The employer shall determine if the walking/working surfaces on which its employees are to work have the 
strength and structural integrity to support employees safely. Employees shall be allowed to work on those 

surfaces only when the surfaces have the requisite strength and structural integrity. 

1926.501(b)  

1926.501(b)(1) 

"Unprotected sides and edges." Each employee on a walking/working surface (horizontal and vertical surface) 
with an unprotected side or edge which is 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level shall be protected from 

falling by the use of guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems. 

..1926.501(b)(2)  

1926.501(b)(2) 

"Leading edges." 

1926.501(b)(2)(i) 

Each employee who is constructing a leading edge 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above lower levels shall be protected 
from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems. Exception: When the 

employer can demonstrate that it is infeasible or creates a greater hazard to use these systems, the employer 
shall develop and implement a fall protection plan which meets the requirements of paragraph (k) of 1926.502. 
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Note: There is a presumption that it is feasible and will not create a greater hazard to implement at least one 
of the above-listed fall protection systems. Accordingly, the employer has the burden of establishing that it is 
appropriate to implement a fall protection plan which complies with 1926.502(k) for a particular workplace 

situation, in lieu of implementing any of those systems. 

1926.501(b)(2)(ii) 

Each employee on a walking/working surface 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level where leading edges 
are under construction, but who is not engaged in the leading edge work, shall be protected from falling by a 
guardrail system, safety net system, or personal fall arrest system. If a guardrail system is chosen to provide 

the fall protection, and a controlled access zone has already been established for leading edge work, the 
control line may be used in lieu of a guardrail along the edge that parallels the leading edge. 

1926.501(b)(3) 

"Hoist areas." Each employee in a hoist area shall be protected from falling 6 feet (1.8 m) or more to lower 
levels by guardrail systems or personal fall arrest systems. If guardrail systems, [or chain, gate, or guardrail] or 

portions thereof, are removed to facilitate the hoisting operation (e.g., during landing of materials), and an 
employee must lean through the access opening or out over the edge of the access opening (to receive or 

guide equipment and materials, for example), that employee shall be protected from fall hazards by a personal 
fall arrest system. 

..1926.501(b)(4)  

1926.501(b)(4) 

"Holes." 

1926.501(b)(4)(i) 

Each employee on walking/working surfaces shall be protected from falling through holes (including skylights) 
more than 6 feet (1.8 m) above lower levels, by personal fall arrest systems, covers, or guardrail systems 

erected around such holes. 

1926.501(b)(4)(ii) 

Each employee on a walking/working surface shall be protected from tripping in or stepping into or through 
holes (including skylights) by covers. 

1926.501(b)(4)(iii) 

Each employee on a walking/working surface shall be protected from objects falling through holes (including 
skylights) by covers. 

1926.501(b)(5) 

"Formwork and reinforcing steel." Each employee on the face of formwork or reinforcing steel shall be 
protected from falling 6 feet (1.8 m) or more to lower levels by personal fall arrest systems, safety net 

systems, or positioning device systems. 

1926.501(b)(6) 
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"Ramps, runways, and other walkways." Each employee on ramps, runways, and other walkways shall be 
protected from falling 6 feet (1.8 m) or more to lower levels by guardrail systems. 

1926.501(b)(7) 

"Excavations." 

1926.501(b)(7)(i) 

Each employee at the edge of an excavation 6 feet (1.8 m) or more in depth shall be protected from falling by 
guardrail systems, fences, or barricades when the excavations are not readily seen because of plant growth or 

other visual barrier; 

..1926.501(b)(7)(ii)  

1926.501(b)(7)(ii) 

Each employee at the edge of a well, pit, shaft, and similar excavation 6 feet (1.8 m) or more in depth shall be 
protected from falling by guardrail systems, fences, barricades, or covers. 

1926.501(b)(8) 

"Dangerous equipment." 

1926.501(b)(8)(i) 

Each employee less than 6 feet (1.8 m) above dangerous equipment shall be protected from falling into or 
onto the dangerous equipment by guardrail systems or by equipment guards. 

1926.501(b)(8)(ii) 

Each employee 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above dangerous equipment shall be protected from fall hazards by 
guardrail systems, personal fall arrest systems, or safety net systems. 

1926.501(b)(9) 

"Overhand bricklaying and related work." 

1926.501(b)(9)(i) 

Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section, each employee performing overhand bricklaying 
and related work 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above lower levels, shall be protected from falling by guardrail 

systems, safety net systems, personal fall arrest systems, or shall work in a controlled access zone. 

1926.501(b)(9)(ii) 

Each employee reaching more than 10 inches (25 cm) below the level of the walking/working surface on which 
they are working, shall be protected from falling by a guardrail system, safety net system, or personal fall 

arrest system. 

Note: Bricklaying operations performed on scaffolds are regulated by subpart L - Scaffolds of this part. 
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..1926.501(b)(10)  

1926.501(b)(10) 

"Roofing work on Low-slope roofs." Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section, each 
employee engaged in roofing activities on low-slope roofs, with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet (1.8 m) or 
more above lower levels shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, personal fall 
arrest systems, or a combination of warning line system and guardrail system, warning line system and safety 

net system, or warning line system and personal fall arrest system, or warning line system and safety 
monitoring system. Or, on roofs 50-feet (15.25 m) or less in width (see Appendix A to subpart M of this part), 

the use of a safety monitoring system alone [i.e. without the warning line system] is permitted. 

1926.501(b)(11) 

"Steep roofs." Each employee on a steep roof with unprotected sides and edges 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above 
lower levels shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems with toeboards, safety net systems, or 

personal fall arrest systems. 

1926.501(b)(12) 

"Precast concrete erection." Each employee engaged in the erection of precast concrete members (including, 
but not limited to the erection of wall panels, columns, beams, and floor and roof "tees") and related 

operations such as grouting of precast concrete members, who is 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above lower levels 
shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems, unless 

another provision in paragraph (b) of this section provides for an alternative fall protection measure. 
Exception: When the employer can demonstrate that it is infeasible or creates a greater hazard to use these 
systems, the employer shall develop and implement a fall protection plan which meets the requirements of 

paragraph (k) of 1926.502. 

Note: There is a presumption that it is feasible and will not create a greater hazard to implement at least one 
of the above-listed fall protection systems. Accordingly, the employer has the burden of establishing that it is 
appropriate to implement a fall protection plan which complies with 1926.502(k) for a particular workplace 

situation, in lieu of implementing any of those systems. 
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1926.502(c)(4) 
Safety nets and their installations shall be capable of absorbing an impact force equal to that produced by the 

drop test specified in paragraph (c)(4)(i) of this section. 
1926.502(c)(4)(i) 

Except as provided in paragraph (c)(4)(ii) of this section, safety nets and safety net installations shall be drop-
tested at the jobsite after initial installation and before being used as a fall protection system, whenever 

relocated, after major repair, and at 6-month intervals if left in one place. The drop-test shall consist of a 400 
pound (180 kg) bag of sand 30 + or - 2 inches (76 + or - 5 cm) in diameter dropped into the net from the 
highest walking/working surface at which employees are exposed to fall hazards, but not from less than 42 

inches (1.1 m) above that level. 
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